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Mr Chairman of the Conference, 
His Excellency Mr  Langa Zita, Chairperson of the African Union, 
Distinguished Ministers, 
Honourable Delegates, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It is an honour and a great pleasure for me to be with you in South Africa, in the city of Johannesburg. 

And I would  like to express my profound gratitude to the government of South Africa who has taken 

the lead in organizing this very important conference "Africa - A Call to Action". 

This is a timely and very important conference for many reasons: 

First of all, it takes places only a few months before COP 17 in Durban, where governments, civil 

society, research institutions and all stakeholders from all over the world will meet and South Africa will 

be in the centre of public attention again. It is really significant that the UNFCCC COP is held in Africa, 

because here climate change will strike hard and there are multiple challenges, above all in 

agriculture, food security and sustainable development.  This conference is therefore one of the most 

important milestones on the way to Durban. 

Secondly this conference brings together African Ministers of Agriculture to deal with agriculture and 

climate change together, and to adopt a declaration which will also be put on the table in Durban. This 

meeting leads the way forward for Africa. You are also giving an important example to the rest of the 

world: the Continent is working together on huge challenges of our time. 

With this conference you have taken the global lead in bringing together agriculture and climate 

change . It is a signal of utmost importance that Africa has put Climate-smart Agriculture high on the 

political agenda. This is a very strong support to the ongoing climate change negotiations. But let us 

remember also that Climate-smart agriculture also goes beyond the UNFCCC context – it is a vital 

concept for achieving sustainable development, poverty alleviation and prosperity for future 

generations. 

Today, the world is facing multiple challenges – food insecurity, impacts of climate change, increasing 

scarcity of natural resources and widespread poverty. We know the outcomes on the ground: 

increasing number of droughts with the negative and sometimes devastating impacts on livelihoods, 

we see increased vulnerability and hunger in many areas of the world.  



 

 

And we know that many African countries are fighting against these multiple threats.  

What is needed is a way to address these multiple challenges in a coherent and integrated way.  

- We need increased productivity and income in agriculture 

- We need adaptation and resilience of both livelihoods and natural ecosystems 

- We need to reduce the overall impact on the global climate 

We need a transition towards Climate-smart agriculture which in its three pillars addresses these 

threats, and is a strong support to sustainable development and food security goals.   

FAO is working with partners on Climate-smart Agriculture. We are addressing the agriculture 

practices, the policy frameworks and the need for finance and substantial investments in Climate-

smart Agriculture. And therefore we support the development of an Investment Platform for African 

Climate-smart Agriculture in collaboration with NEPAD. This initiative also well illustrates the need to 

combine Climate Finance and Agriculture Investments for coherent and integrated solutions.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Africa can only successfully implement the concept of climate smart agriculture when the international 

community meets its promises to support Climate Change Adaptation and investment in Agriculture. 

We need further piloting and scaling-up of early action programmes, bringing together finance and 

investment opportunities and making them available for Africa. Agriculture and Climate finance has to 

be brought together. Handling one at the time is not going to help enough to meet the multiple 

challenges. 

Urgent action is needed and you can count on FAO’s support. 

Africa will bring Climate-smart Agriculture to Durban, but the concept goes way beyond. It is a 

contribution to Green growth, to the debate on a Green economy and to the preparations towards the 

next summit on Green economy which will be held in of Rio June 2012.  

Sustainable development, improved livelihoods and resilient ecosystems will contribute to poverty 

eradication. These are all part of the Climate-smart Agriculture Vision. Not to speak of the FAO 

mission which is a World free of hunger. We fully support this conference. It is a very very important 

step in the right direction. 

Thank you for your attention. I wish you a very successful conference. 

 


